
Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

‘‘The Trust’s support to historic communities demonstrates how 

conservation and revitalisation of the cultural heritage - in many 

cases the only asset at the disposal of the community - can provide 

a springboard for social development. We have also seen how 

such projects can have a positive impact well beyond conservation, 

promoting good governance, the growth of civil society, a rise in 

incomes and economic opportunities, greater respect for human rights 

and better stewardship of the environment.” 

 

-His Highness the Aga Khan 

Reviving History, Rebuilding Lives. 

Aga Khan Trust for Culture 
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Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative Humayun’s Garden Tomb 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative Dargah complex, 14th century …  



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

Sunder Nursery 

Humayun’s Tomb 

Complex 

Nizamuddin Basti 

Batashewala Complex 

Multiple Project Objectives 

Conservation  |  Socio-Economic  |  Urban Landscape  |  Cultural Revival  |  Environment 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

Archaeological Survey of India 

Municipal Corporation of Delhi 

Central Public Works Department 

Aga Khan Trust for Culture 

Aga Khan Foundation 

Partner Agencies: MoU Signatories  

Conservation  |  Socio-Economic  |  Urban Landscape  |  Cultural Revival  |  Environment 
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Conservation Process Encourage Craftsmanship Urban Landscape Approach 
Socio-Economic Development 

Conservation  |  Socio-Economic  |  Urban Landscape  |  Cultural Revival  | Environment 

Rethinking Conservation 
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Craft based approach 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

Original Stone Plinth Concrete laid in 1950’s Lower Plinth restored in 2009 
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Restoring stone paving 
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Employment Creation 
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Roof Repairs 
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Restoring the Mughal intention 
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200,000 man-days of craftsmens work 
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From Finial to Plinth 
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Archaeological Park 
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Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti 
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Retrofitting private houses 
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Waste Collection 
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Monthly Fee (Rs) for WM from Dec 2012 to Nov 2013 
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Environmental Awareness 
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Civil Society empowerment 
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GIS Mapping 
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Providing water 
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2008 

Community meetings 

2011 
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Building Community Toilets 
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Conservation  |  Socio-Economic  |  Urban Landscape  |  Cultural Revival  | Environment 

In 2008 

The second community toilet was 

reopened for use in October 2013.  

Daily Users: 1800 and 800 resident 

users on an average 

During the Urs nearly 8000 people 

use the facility on a daily basis.  

Building Community Toilets 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

• Signages installed in the facility to ensure a hygienic 

environment.  

• Audio announcements and messaging system 

informing users of the rules and public hygiene 

 

Next Steps 

Expanding facility to include the homeless population 

Technical and behavioral training for staff 
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Women’s section, CTC 
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Open Space Development 

Parks 

Conservation  |  Socio-Economic  |  Urban Landscape  |  Cultural Revival  | Environment 

Landscaping neighbourhood parks 
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Landscaping the nallah 
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Planned Housing improvement 
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Training heritage volunteers 
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Cultural Revival  
Paper-Cutting Art 
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Creating economic opportunities 
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Cultural Revival  

Apni Basti Mela 
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Apni Basti Mela 
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Aanganwadi management 
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Art in education 
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Community theatre 
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Creating better learning environment Introducing Art-in-Education Capacity enhancement of the  

faculty & students 
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Primary Education 
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NIIT Centre 
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Madrasa Education 
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Making computers accessible 
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Community Health Programme 
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Women’s Gymnasium 
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Vocational Training 
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Vocational Training 
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Vocational Training 
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Restoring the collapsed Baoli 



Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 
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Structural failure 
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88 people of 18 families resided here 
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Community engagement 
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Desilting 40 feet of rubbish! 
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Providing alternate accommodation 
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Baoli 
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Restorng the Baoli 
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2014 2016 

Restorng the Baoli 
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Creating a 90 acre city park 
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Micro-Habitat Zone 
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https://www.facebook.com/NizamuddinRenewal/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/QutbShahiHeritagePark/ 

 

Keep in touch….  

https://www.facebook.com/NizamuddinRenewal/
https://www.facebook.com/QutbShahiHeritagePark/

